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for the soldiers in salubrious places beyond the reach of the
extreme heat and fever-breeding malaria. Various changes
were at that time being made in the drill and armament of the
troops European and Native, and to these affairs he devoted his
skill, having first mastered personally, often with laborious
study, all the details of that which he had to impress upon
others. I saw much of him in those days, having been, at the
instance of James Wilson, appointed by Lord Canning to be
a member of the newly constituted Commission for Military
Finance.

This Commission consisted of several military officers besides
myself; amongst its members the most eminent was Colonel
(now Sir George) Balfour; one of its secretaries was Colonel
G. B. Malleson, already mentioned, and subsequently well known
as an historian. It afterwards merged into the Military Finance
Department, and exercised for full three years a decisive influ-
ence on the fortunes of Indian finance. It strove to reduce to
tolerable proportions a military outlay which, amounting to
millions annually at the culminating point, threatened to become
financially intolerable. It proposed many savings in the
charges on account of the European forces, the strength of which
had been somewhat lessened by the Government and brought
down to a little more than double that which existed before the-
war of the mutinies. It pressed with much detailed argument
for a revision of the three Native armies in order to obtain a
judicious reduction, and for the disbandment of the Native
levies which had been raised in many districts. It recommended
as a subsidiary measure, the better organization of the Police,
which might then perform many civil duties wherein a con-
siderable part of the army was being employed. It reviewed
the expenditure of the Commissariat and Ordnance, and ex-
pedited the discharge of those enormous transport establish-
ments which had been collected during the several campaigns.
George Balfour brought to this work complete professional
knowledge of military matters, and a remarkable aptitude for
finance. His eminent services in procuring reduction of
military expenditure were highly appreciated by James Wilson,